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“Let us be alert to the season in which we are living. It is the season of the Blessed Hope, calling for us to cut our
ties with the world and build ourselves on this One who will soon appear. He is our hope—a Blessed Hope
enabling us to rise above our times and fix our gaze upon Him.” Tozer

This issue of Newzies is all about Israel because things are really heating up in
the region, again...and with increased fervor. I have included an article concerning
the 9th of Av, the anniversary of not only the destruction of the Jewish temples,
but remarkably, many other significant historical events related to Israel. Every
year we keep an eye on that date, along with all the Fall feasts, during which time
the tension over there gets ratcheted up a bit, and one of these days it will be
impossible to keep a lid on the implosion. This year the 9th of Av weekend began
with the metal detector fiasco, also in this issue. Keep an eye on Jordan as well,
things are taking a turn between them and Israel. So hard to keep up! We’re
working on it...stand by... Mare

"The Battle over Jerusalem Has Just Begun"
by Bassam Tawil
August 1, 2017 at 5:00 am
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/
The Palestinians, feeling
triumphant now that Israel has
complied with their demand to
remove the metal detectors
and security cameras, have
been clarifying that it is only
the first step in their fight to
eradicate any Israeli presence
in the Old City of Jerusalem
and the Temple Mount.
They admit that this is a battle over sovereignty on the Temple Mount and Jerusalem. For the
Palestinians, the real battle is over who controls Jerusalem and its holy sites. The real battle, in their
eyes, is over the Jews' right to live in their own state in the Middle East. Many Palestinians have still
not come to terms with Israel's right to exist, and that is what this battle is really about.
The Palestinians have added it up just right. In their own words, they aim at an escalation of violence
because they believe that what Israel did is the first step toward even more concessions and even
further retreat.

The Palestinian "victory" celebrations that took place after Israel removed metal detectors and
surveillance cameras from the entrances to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem bode badly for the future
of stability and peace in the Middle East.
To the Palestinians and many Arabs and Muslims, the Israeli move is viewed as a sign of weakness. In
their eyes, the removal of the security cameras and metal detectors is capitulation, pure and simple.
How do we know this? Easy: look at the Palestinian response. Rather than acknow ledging the
conciliatory nature of the Israeli government's decision, aimed at easing tensions and preventing
bloodshed and violence, the Palestinians are demanding more.
As far as the Palestinians are concerned, the controversy over the Israeli security measures at the
Temple Mount, which came after three terrorists murdered two Israeli police officers at the holy site on
July 14, is part of a larger battle with Israel.
We have reached a new level in this discourse: Palestinian Authority (PA) officials are now openly
admitting that it is not the metal detectors or security cameras that are at issue.
Instead, they admit, this is a battle over sovereignty on the Temple Mount and Jerusalem. For the
Palestinians, the real battle is over who controls Jerusalem and its holy sites. The real battle, in their
eyes, is over the Jews' right to live in their own state in the Middle East. Many Palestinians have still
not come to terms with Israel's right to exist, and that is what this battle is really about.
The Palestinians, feeling triumphant now that Israel has complied with their demand to remove the
metal detectors and security cameras, have been clarifying that it is only the first step in their fight to
eradicate any Israeli presence in the Old City of Jerusalem and the Temple Mount.
No one explained this Palestinian position better than the PA f oreign minister, Riad Malki, who
announced on July 27 that the Palestinians consider the Israeli decision to dism antle the metal
detectors and security cameras as surrender. He also confirmed what many Israeli and Palestinian
political analysts have been saying for the past few weeks -- that the conflict over Israel's security
measures was merely an excuse used by the Palestinians to force Israel to make political and territorial
concessions.
In a speech before the Arab League foreign ministers in Cairo, Malki explained: "The issue is not metal
detectors or cameras, but who is in charge and who has sovereignty over the Al-Aqsa Mosque." Malki
went on to explain that the Palestinians do not see the recent conf lict as a security issue, but rather as
a purely political matter. "The battle over Jerusalem has just begun," he said, adding that the wave of
Palestinian protests over the Israeli security measures had succeeded in "thwarting" Israel's
"conspiracy" to change the historical and legal status quo at the Temple Mount.
Palestinian Authority Foreign Minister Riad Malki said last week in a speech: "The issue is not metal
detectors or cameras, but who is in charge and who has sovereignty over the Al-Aqsa Mosque...the
battle over Jerusalem has just begun."
We are witnessing a rare moment of truth from the PA foreign minister, in which, ironically, he refutes
claims by many in the international community and media to the effect that the recent conflict was
sparked by metal detectors and surveillance cameras.
The Palestinian protests that came in response to the security measures indicated that it was more
about hating Israel and trying to force it to its knees than about the removal of metal detectors and
cameras. During these protests, especially at the entrances to the Temple Mount, Palestinians chanted

slogans that included threats to destroy Israel and kill Jews.
"We are marching toward Al-Aqsa (Mosque), and we will sacrifice millions of martyrs," was one of the
chants at the protests, which were led by top Palestinian religious and political leaders. Another chant:
"Khaybar Khaybar ya yahud, jaish Mohammed sa yaoud" ("Khaybar Khaybar O' Jews, the army of
Mohammed will return") -- a reference to the Battle of Khaybar in the year 628 between Prophet
Mohammed and his followers against the Jews living in the oasis of Khaybar. The Jews were forced to
surrender after being slaughtered and were thereafter permitted to live in Khaybar on condition that
they give half of their produce to Muslims. The protesters also chanted slogans calling on Hamas's
military wing, Ezaddin Al-Qassam, to launch terror attacks against Israel.
For the most part, the foreign journalists covering the protests did not perceive these chants as
intimidating or anti-Semitic. The protests were largely reported in a positive sense as peaceful "civil
disobedience." This is precisely the rhetoric, however, that fuels the Palestinian fire to take to the
streets and hurl stones and petrol bombs at Israeli police officers and civilians.
Eighteen-year-old Omar Al-Abed, however, is one Palestinian who paid careful attention to such
rhetoric. On July 22, he stormed the home of a Jewish family in Halamish, in the West Bank, and
stabbed to death a grandfather and his son and daughter during a dinner to celebrate the birth of a
grandchild. Shortly before setting out on his murderous mission, Al-Abed posted a note on his
Facebook page in which he echoed many of the slogans from the protests, and went further by
describing Jews as "sons of pigs and monkeys."
The carnage in Halamish was perpetrated by a single Palestinian. Perhaps he acted alone, without
having been indoctrinated to murder Jews and without communal support for doing so? Well, let us
check: how did the Palestinian street react to his murderous rampage? How did Al-Abed's own mother
respond? The terrorist's mother was filmed handing out sweets to visitors in celebration of her son's
decision to take the lives of the three Jews. "I'm proud of my son because he has raised our heads
high," she declared.
Perhaps the pride in the terrorist was simply a local affair? No, even that hope is smashed: as many
Palestinians, especially in the Gaza Strip, took to the streets to celebrate the brutal m urder, Hamas
leader Ismail Haniyeh phoned the terrorist's father to tell him, "Your son brought pride to the nation."
The Halamish bloodshed brought intense pride to the terrorist's mother, to those around her, and to the
Palestinian world at large.
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, who never misses an opportunity to paint himself as
a peacemaker par excellence, chose to remain quiet about the murder. Make no mistake: his loud
silence over the Halamish terror attack is being interpreted by many Palestinians as an act of
condoning the murder of three Jews. Whether condoning the atrocity or terrified of his own people, one
thing is certain: Abbas and most Palestinian leaders have trained the Palestinians well. When they
smell Jewish blood, they attack.
This is precisely what is going on in the Temple Mount mayhem.
Now that Israel has complied with their demands regarding the security measures, Palestinians feel
more emboldened than ever. Murder and incitement, in their case, does indeed pay. They got away
with the murder of the two police officers at the Temple Mount; they got away with the murder of the
three family members in Halamish, and, in their view, they also got away with the recent violent
protests and incitement against Israel.

Buoyed by the Israeli "capitulation," the Palestinians are now talking about a "historic victory" over
Israel. They are boasting that they have twisted Israel's arm and forced it to "retreat." Palestinian
cartoonists and commentators have expressed similar sentiments, arguing that the removal of the
metal detectors and security cameras is largely the result of their violence, terrorism and threats.
Once again, an Israeli gesture is being misinterpreted by the Palestinians and other Arabs and
Muslims as weakness. This sort of deliberate misreading is far from new. Yet every time it occurs, it
sets the stage for another cycle of violence. The result of Israeli conciliation is invariably Palestinian
violence.
The Palestinians have added it up just right. In their own words, they aim at an escalation of violence
because they believe that what Israel did is the first step toward even more concessions and even
further retreat.

Palestinians: The Metal Detector Scam
by Khadija Khan
July 29
https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org
Metal detectors and are commonplace at most prominent mosques in the Middle East, and more than
5,000 surveillance cameras (and 100,000 security guards) monitor pilgrims to Mecca in Saudi Arabia
during the annual Hajj.
While the Palestinian terrorist was being treated for his wounds in an Israeli hospital, the Palestinian
Authority celebrated his actions and set in motion the mechanism according to which he will receive a
salary of more than $3,000 per month for his attempt to become a "martyr" through murdering Jews.
It is time for the international community to stop enabling radicals to use the Palestinian people as
pawns in their greater agenda, transparent to everyone, including all Muslims: to obliterate Israel
through delegitimization.
After massive pressure from the Muslim world and international community, Israel removed all metal
detectors and surveillance-camera infrastructure from the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, the location of
Al-Aqsa Mosque.
Possibly to obfuscate the reason that the metal detectors were installed in the first place -- a terrorist
attack on July 14, in which three Israeli Arab citizens killed two Israeli Druze police officers with
weapons they had hidden inside the mosque -- the Palestinian Authority (PA) called on Muslims to
boycott the site and launch "days of rage" against the Jewish state.
Palestinians, claiming that the metal detectors were a "desecration" of the mosque -- which is actually
located on the holiest site in Judaism and the third-holiest in Islam - entered into violent clashes with
Israeli security forces. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan denounced Israel and called on
Muslims to "protect" Jerusalem.
Palestinians near Jerusalem's Old City protest Israel's installation of metal detectors at entrances to
the Temple Mount, although the metal detectors had already been removed days before, on July 28,
2017.
A Palestinian teenager posted on Facebook his intention to becom e a "martyr," before entering the
home of a Jewish family in the West Bank and slaughtering three of its members. While this terrorist

was being treated for his wounds in an Israeli hospital, the Palestinian Authority celebrated his actions
and set in motion the mechanism according to which he will receive a salary of more than $3,000 per
month for his attempt to become a "martyr" through murdering Jews.
Then, on July 23, a terrorist in Jordan -- the country that has religious custodianship over the Temple
Mount through the Islamic Waqf -- attacked an Israeli security officer at the Israeli embassy compound
in Amman. In self-defense, the officer shot and killed him, catching another Jordanian in the crossfire.
In an deal between Israel and the Jordanian authorities, the guard and other embassy staff were
released, apparently in exchange for a promise that the metal detectors would be removed from the
entrance to the Temple Mount.
The metal detectors, however, had nothing to do with the real reason for the inflamed atmosphere -stoked by PA President Mahmoud Abbas' Fatah faction and the terrorist organization Hamas, which
rules the Gaza Strip -- in spite of the fact that the attack that spurred their installation was committed
by Israeli Muslims against Israeli Druze. In reality, the security measures were taken by Israel to
protect all people entering the site -- where only Muslims are allowed to pray, while Christians and
Jews may visit only under strict surveillance.
Proof that the violence was not provoked by measures that were actually aimed at preventing terrorists
from infiltrating deadly weapons onto the Temple Mount lies in the fact that metal detectors and are
commonplace at most prominent mosques in the Middle East, and more than 5,000 surveillance
cameras (and 100,000 security guards) monitor pilgrims to Mecca in Saudi Arabia during the annual
Hajj. Furthermore, everyone visiting the Western Wall in Jerusalem, another Jewish holy site, is
required to pass through metal detectors before entering the plaza -- a protection taken for granted.
The ongoing incitement against Israelis -- this time using metal detectors as the excuse to claim that
the Jewish state is attempting to change the "status quo" on the Temple Mount -- not only disgraces
Islam; it hurts the Palestinians whom the world claims to want to defend.
It is time for the international community to recognize this and stop enabling radicals to use the
Palestinian people as pawns in their greater agenda, transparent to everyone, including all Muslims: to
obliterate Israel through delegitimization.

Pay close attention to this situation...

Abdullah in Ramallah will strike anti-Israel stance
DEBKAfile Special Report August 5, 2017
They usually meet in Amman. Next time in Ramallah.
Jordanian King Abdullah’s forfhcoming visit to Ramallah
Monday, Aug. 7, for talks with Palestinian Authority
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas, bodes ill for
Jordanian-Israeli relations at an especially jarring
moment.
The Israeli embassy security officer Ziv Moyal, who on
July 24 shot dead two Jordanians in the embassy
compound when he was attacked with a screwdriver,

left a trail of Jordanian ill will in his wake, especially since the incident occurred in the middle of the
Temple House crisis in Jerusalem.
King Abdullah proposes to turn this unfortunate incident into a springboard for persuading the
Palestinian leader to work with Jordan in the framework of the peace initiative US President Donald
Trump is trying to resuscitate between Israel and the Palestinians.
Abdullah also plans to take advantage of Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu at a moment of
political and personal weakness. He is under a barrage of reported police investigations into
allegations of corruption. Netanyahu has brushed the reports aside as “background noise.”
Jordan and Israeli signed a peace treaty in 2004. But since the shooting at the embassy, the Israeli
ambassador and staff have not returned to Amman. And with tensions still running high, there is no
sign that normal diplomatic business will be resumed any time soon.
In Ramallah, security cooperation between the Palestinian Authority and Israel is still suspended, since
Abbas ordered a freeze in the heat of the Palestinian disturbances over the security measures Israel
put in place after the murder of two of is police guards.
The Jordanian king believes that there is plenty of common fodder for him and the Palestinian leader
to build a united front that will boost him politically and personally at home. The Hashemite throne is in
urgent need of shoring up after the shaking it took from an event that had nothing to do with Temple
Mount, Jerusalem or Israel.
Abdullah had to sign a life sentence handed down by a Jordanian court against Marik al-Tuwayha, a
Jordanian soldier who fired 70 bullets into vehicle of carrying US military instructors, killing three of
them.
The court also booted the shooter out of the royal armed forces.
This judgment was a direct hit at the Tuwayha, a Bedouin tribe that by tradition sends its sons to the
royal army and is historically loyal to the Hashemite throne. The fact that one of those sons attacked
American soldiers carried the dread message that extremist ISIS ideology has penetrated deep into
the king’s most solid power base.
The monarch is therefore in an extremely tight spot: He can’t afford to lose the Tuwayha tribe’s
allegiance, on the one hand, but neither can be af ford to alienate the Americans, when the US along
with Israel, are his regime’s economic and security mainstay.
Netanyahu’s warm hug for the security officer on his safe return from Amman put up too many backs in
Jordan and its streets for its king to weather the storm without striking a strong anti-Israeli posture. The
Palestinian leader will no doubt take advantage of this situation to stir up the crisis between Amman
and Jerusalem and so and lift his own plummeting fortunes in the Palestinian street. The royal visit to
Ramallah, the first Abdullah has made in five years, will most likely produce a stream of invective
against Israel and tough statements assailing Israel’s right to sovereignty over Jerusalem and Temple
Mount.

Was there a Jewish temple in Jerusalem? Were the pyramids built in Egypt?
By Jeremiah J. Johnston, Craig A. Evans Published August 05, 2017 Fox News
Tisha B’Av – Judaism’s holy day of mourning for the ancient destruction of the First and Second
Jewish Temples in Jerusalem – was last Tuesday, and had special relevance for today’s conflict

between Israelis and Palestinians.
Both Jewish temples – located on what is now known as the Temple Mount – were destroyed; the first
by the Babylonians in 586 B.C. and the second by the Romans in the year 70. The Western Wall,
erected as part of the expansion of the Second Temple, still stands and is the holiest site in Judaism.
Violence in recent days around the Temple Mount reminds us that this continues to be a hotly
contested location. On July 14, three Muslims on the Temple Mount shot and killed two Israeli
policemen. The gunmen were themselves then shot and killed.
Angry that they, like everyone else, had to pass through metal detectors (since removed) to enter the
Temple Mount, other Muslims murdered a Jewish family eating the Sabbath supper and attacked the
Israeli embassy in Jordan.
Underlying the anger that led to the murders is the irrational belief held by many Muslims that there
never really were Jewish temples on the Temple Mount – and that therefore, Jews should have no
access to the holy site and should not restrict Muslim access to it, regardless of security concerns
A Jewish worshiper sleeps as others pray at the Western Wall in Jerusalem's Old City on Tisha B'Av, a
day of fasting and lament, that commemorates the date in the Jewish calendar on which it is believed
that the First and Second Temples were destroyed August 1, 2017. (REUTERS/Amir Cohen)
The archaeological and literary evidence for the existence of the two temples on the Temple Mount is
simply overwhelming – and a lot of it continues to be unearthed. Ancient Greeks and Rom ans refer to
one or both of the temples. And of course, there are countless references to the two temples in ancient
Jewish and Christian writings.
We ourselves have visited several of the excavation sites around the Jewish temples in Jerusalem and
have viewed most of the relevant artifacts on display in the Israel Museum and other museums around
the world. There is no doubt whatsoever that two Jewish temples in succession stood atop the Temple
Mount.
In fact, the denial of the existence of Jewish temples on the Temple Mount is what today could be
called “fake news.” Two Muslim holy sites – the Dome of the Rock shrine and the Al-Aqsa mosque –
are now on the site where the temples once stood. But the temples were there first.
At the Camp David Summit in 2000, Palestine Liberation Organization leader Yasser Arafat made the
absurd assertion that that the Jewish temples had existed in the nearby city of Nablus, not in
Jerusalem.
And in 2015, Muhammad Ahmad Hussein, the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, claimed that a Jewish temple
never existed on the Temple Mount. He said an Islamic mosque stood on the Temple Mount “since the
world was created,” adding that there was “never anything other than a mosque.” A number of
anti-Semitic and anti-Israel media outlets continue to voice this nonsense.
The blatant lies denying the existence of the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem are plainly
designed to delegitimize the deep historical claim the Jewish people have to their holiest city.
Such lies are part of a larger denial of the very history of the Jewish people. Everything we know of
ancient Israel, whether from ancient written sources or from archaeology, is cast aside. Israel’s ancient
story is turned inside out and upside down. This includes what Muhammad said and what is written in
the Koran. The older stories and the confirmation of archaeology count for nothing.

Saying that the Jewish temples were not in Jerusalem makes as much as much sense as saying the
capital of the Roman Empire was in Australia or the Egyptian pyramids were built in Cleveland.
It is bad enough that such inflammatory deceit continues to be voiced in the Islamic media, but when
something like it finds its way into a major Western newspaper there is simply no excuse.
An article published by the New York Times on Oct, 8, 2015 claimed that it has not been definitely
proven that the Jewish temples were located on the Temple Mount. The article was headlined:
“Historical Certainty Proves Elusive at Jerusalem’s Holiest Place.”
This is what makes the quest for peace in the Middle East so elusive.
Israel and its Arab neighbors do need to sit down and find a solution – a solution that will work for them
and for the Palestinians.
The Palestinians have rights. But negotiations will get nowhere when one side refuses to recognize the
history of the other side and so continues to argue that Israel has no right to exist and no valid claim to
the land.
The stories of the Bible might be old and strangely quaint to many, but these stories provide us with
Israel’s history and go a great way to legitimating the Jewish people’s claim to the land.
Jeremiah J. Johnston, Ph.D., is president of Christian Thinkers Society, a Resident Institute at Houston
Baptist University where he also serves at Associate Professor of Early Christianity.
Craig A. Evans, Ph.D., is the John Bisagno Distinguished Professor of Christian Origins at Houston
Baptist University. He is the author of several books on Jesus, archaeology, and the Dead Sea Scrolls.

